Transferring the burden of risk in private health care: medical indemnity insurance reform.
This article provides an overview and critique of the recent medical indemnity insurance reforms implemented by the Commonwealth Government. The first part of the article sets out a number of the practical difficulties associated with the reforms whilst in the second part an analysis is given of the social philosophies and economic approaches that underlie them. The weaknesses and strengths of shifting the medical indemnity insurance market from a free-market approach to be more in line with the liberal-welfarist approach are considered, as is the need for each approach to be supplemented with a more comprehensive understanding of the human good.